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11/3/20 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARATION OF BLAST XVI ABSTRACTS 

Anyone who wishes to present a talk or poster at the BLAST XVI meeting should submit an 
abstract for inclusion in the program book.  There is no limit on the number of abstracts that may 
be submitted by one person or laboratory.  The program book will be distributed to all meeting 
participants as an electronic file in color.  The primary purpose of the program book is to provide 
meeting participants with both a preview and a record of meeting presentations.  The program 
book eventually will be archived on the BLAST website. 

IMPACT OF A VIRTUAL MEETING ON TALKS AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
There will be multiple differences between talk and poster presentations at BLAST XVI and 

a typical BLAST meeting: 
• Talks will be only 10 minutes (time limit strictly enforced), plus five minutes for questions.  

Speakers will be strongly encouraged to tell a small, complete story rather than cram too 
much information into too little time. 

• To accommodate attendees in different time zones, live talks will be recorded and available 
for viewing by meeting participants for two weeks. 

• Submitted abstracts will be used by the Program Committee to choose four talks for each of 
six sessions: 
 Microbial Signal Perception 
 Cellular Signal Processing 
 Interactions and Communities 
 Microbial Traits: Behavior, Development, and Pathogenesis 
 Integrative Approaches: Computer Models, Synthetic Biology, and Systems Biology 
 Latest Technology Innovations and Hot Topics  
Due to the time constraints of holding a live global meeting, we can offer only about half the 
speaking opportunities provided by a normal BLAST meeting.  Nevertheless, we are always 
interested in hearing from labs that have not previously participated in BLAST. 

• Speakers in the keynote session honoring Howard Berg will be chosen and invited by the 
BLAST Board of Directors, not on the basis of abstracts. 

• Each poster will be presented live during one of four one-hour poster sessions.  In addition, 
posters will be on display for two weeks.  To facilitate asynchronous viewing, presenters will 
have the opportunity to record a video of a few minutes in length describing their poster.  
There will also be a chat function for presenters and attendees to engage in conversation 
about the poster. 

• The "posters" will be pdf files of 10 MB or less.  These can be in standard poster format.  
However, a better option for an online meeting might be to use a deck of ~10 slides.  Posters 
cannot be printed or downloaded by attendees. 

• Unfortunately, there will be no talk or poster prizes.  The logistics of judging all 
presentations fairly were deemed too complex on top of everything else as we learn how to 
put on a successful online meeting. 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

Talk abstracts: November 15, 2020 
Poster abstracts: December 15, 2020 
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION WEBSITE 
Please submit your abstract at: https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/stages/2235/submitter.  The first 
time you use the site, you will enter your email address to register and create a password of your 
choosing. 

ABSTRACT FORMAT 
General Formatting.  There is no limit on the number of words.  However, each abstract must 
include a figure, and the text (including title, authors, and affiliations) plus figure together cannot 
exceed one page (US standard size 8.5 inches X 11 inches) with one-inch margins.  To assess the 
length of your abstract, use 12 point Times New Roman, or a similar size font, for all lettering.  
Title.  Write the title of your abstract in all capital letters. 

Authors.  Enter author names and institutional affiliations in fields as requested.  Check the box 
to indicate which author is the presenter.  Provide the email address of the presenter.  The 
abstract software will automatically underline the name of the presenter and assign authors to 
their institutions.  You can confirm your entries using the OPEN PREVIEW button. 

Main Text.  Each abstract must include the following four text sections, with subheadings 
labeled in bold font: 
• Background: Describe the problem under investigation, the question being answered, and/or 

the hypothesis being tested.  Include enough information to orient a person who is not in your 
particular field.  

• Methods: Briefly indicate the experimental methods used. 
• Results: Summarize the essential results. 
• Conclusion: Provide an interpretation of your findings that is supported by your results.  

Detailed discussion of results is not necessary (we can hear all about that at the meeting).  A 
few concluding sentences should suffice to summarize the main findings. 

Figure.  BLAST attendees represent various scientific disciplines from around the world.  To 
facilitate communication with our diverse audience, each abstract must include an informative 
figure.  In general, a figure that explains background information or summarizes conclusions 
will be more useful for this purpose than a figure with experimental data.  The figure will appear 
in color in the digital abstract book.  Use the picture icon in the tool bar to insert your figure as a 
single image file (for example .jpg, .png, .tiff).  Do not use a format that retains links to data on 
your computer (for example figures made with graphing software). 
Hyperlinks.  If you would like to provide the reader with more information about aspects of 
your abstract, you can insert hyperlinks to databases, websites, etc. using the chain link icon in 
the toolbar. 

References are optional.  If you include references, type them yourself.  Do not insert with 
bibliographic software.  Such software uses links to a reference library on your computer and 
could cause problems when we assemble the program book. 


